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ENGAGING SOCIOLOGY
Residential Segregation and Cross-Race Contact
The bar graph in Figure 13.14 illustrates typical con-
tact of most residents with members of their own and 
other races in a metropolitan area. The Census Bureau 
calculates the average racial composition of neighbor-
hoods as they are experienced by members of each eth-
nic group—called exposure indices. In this graph, the 

first five columns represent the average neighborhood 
racial composition of a person of a given race. The far 
right column shows the racial composition of the metro-
politan area as a whole. Study the graph and answer the 
following questions.

FIGURE 13.14  Exposure Indices for Race and Ethnic Groups: Chicago
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Source: “Residential Segregation and Cross-Race Contact: Chicago, Illinois.”  www.censusscope.org/segregation.html

Engaging With Sociology

1.	 How likely are whites to experience diversity in 
their neighborhoods compared with the diversity of 
the city as a whole?

2.	 Which group experiences the most diversity and is 
likely to have more opportunities to encounter peo-
ple from other racial groups?

3.	 Which groups experience the most segregation?

4.	 What might be some consequences of living in a 
racially homogeneous neighborhood? Which group 
might experience more negative consequences 
because of the homogeneity? Why?

5.	 Go to www.censusscope.org/segregation.html and 
enter a city near you to see the exposure indices  
for various racial groups in that city. What do you 
conclude?

areas. Cities in India such as Chennai (the former colo-
nial name was Madras), Mumbai (Bombay), and Kol-
kata (Calcutta) have thousands of homeless migrants 
living on the sidewalks, on highway medians, and in 
river channels that flood during the rainy season. 

Overcrowding exists in cities throughout the world 
but causes special problems in the Global South when 

rural residents seek opportunities in urban areas. Poor 
migrants set up shacks of any material available—tin, 
cardboard, leaves, mud, and sticks—in settlements 
known as barriadas in Spanish, shantytowns in English, 
bidonvilles in French, favelas in Portuguese-speaking 
Brazil, and bustees in India. The majority of migrants to 
the city are young. They are pulled to the city in hopes 

Human Population Dynamics    




